Sharon Recreation Survey Results

65 surveys returned

What programs would you participate in?      

Sports/Activities-     
youth 19     teen  15   adult 35   senior 12     mixed ages  24     male only  3     female only 7  co-ed  17
baseball 14  softball 13  soccer 20   basketball 15  lacrosse 7   football  6   frisbee 17  tennis  7   swimming   22  
weight training 7  kayaking 18  canoeing 28  fishing 20   hiking 29  flag football 6  horseshoes 6 belly dancing 4

yoga 21   hip hop dance 10    biking  25  running 11   t’ai chi 10   marshal arts 6   mountain biking 19 

downhill skiing 15  snowboarding 7   X-country skiing 26     snowshoeing 32  figure skating 5     hockey 15
other:  

dancing- swing,waltz etc. 1, pilates/stretching 2,  walking 1, volleyball 1, bone builders 1,  gardening 1

Workshops/Classes/Clubs-     

sign language 17    knitting 15    sewing 16   photography  18  Spanish 16    jewelry 16  drumming 10   
cribbage 9 ,     chess or other games 3,     scrapbooking 12
other: 

Bridge night 1, Book club 1, Cooking 1, Gardening 1,  Preserving food 1,  Birding 1, Supper club 1,

Sequence board/card game 1,  Understanding your personality style using Myers Briggs inventory 1,

Carpentry for women! Making a bookcase! 1,  mosaics 1, textile designs 1
Special Events-

field trips/tickets to events  28  farmers markets  45    fishing derby 13    craft fair  24  winter sled party  21 

picnics  18  bingo 13   road race- running/walking/biking 15
other: 

fundraiser walk or other event for causes (Haiti, cancer) 1,  community service/clean up day 1

art show 1,  flea market 1,  bus trip to Montreal, Nova Scotia, Boston museums… 1
What community resources would you use if developed?    
Bike/walking path  40
      forest trails   42   skateboard park   3     teen center  6    river access  34 

tennis court   9   Ice rink  21    swimming pool 25    adult center 9,      public garden 19
other: 

Bike/walking and forest trails only if dogs could be allowed but I understand if that’s not feasible. 1

Craft Center 1,    Cross country ski trails off snowmobile trails. 1
What do you want offered for summer camp programming?      

Nature Study   30     Survivor Skills    35     Ropes Course  23         Swimming Lessons    30
Daily Swim (non-lesson)  18      International Culture  19          Water Fun 31       Kayaking    32       

Sports Week   20           Arts and Crafts   24          Performance Arts: (dance, theater, music)   27
other: 
 Canoeing 1,    yoga for kids 1,       all these sound great! 1
If Sharon were to coordinate recreation programming with other surrounding towns, what positive outcomes, concerns or issues do you foresee? 

· Cost-split between towns (So Ro bigger vs. Tunbridge-Sharon).

· Director availability (1 to manage all towns).
· Sounds great to me.
· Sharon needs to keep their autonomy.

· Hiking trails that were of a substantial length for day hikes for instance (I see only good things coming out of this type of effort.)

· Large groups i.e. more choice.

· A stronger sense of community.

· Higher participant numbers.

· If we keep our kids busy, they’re less apt to get into trouble.

· Could expand opportunities as long as this town’s needs don’t get lost.

· More to offer: bus trips/events, better summer camp

· Building bigger community. Meeting new people.

· Transportation

· We would get to know our neighbors.

· More kids= more options, variety, more money.

· Sharon would become more connected and have a better relationship with surrounding towns.

· Good idea, broader resource base.

· Transportation costs increase.

· Good opportunity to meet people.

· Better attendance, more diverse programs, but logistical problems.

· Great chance to meet new people.

· Our programs seem less organized (soccer).

· Community building, pooling of resources.

· Consolidation would bring in more money and larger groups to do things. 

· More travel outside of Sharon. Not focused in Sharon.

· Positive: Meet kids from other towns, more kids= cheaper?

· Negative: transportation?

Would you be willing to help out with any of the following?        

Committee member  8      Ref/Ump  4      Coach  9       Assistant coach   4         Teaching  11
Administration Help-  7   Scheduling  2     Coordination  4         Fundraising  8    Communication/Advertising 4
Field crew  3      Ice crew 4     Building/carpentry   6   Trail work 26    garden crew 17       potluck suppers 19
Other ideas suggestions and comments:

· Think we should take our time view all options objectively and strive to provide the entire community effectively and efficiently.

· A zip line would be fun.
· I believe the baseball field diamond should be returned to be both a baseball/softball field by removing the raised pitching mound that was added a few years ago with the idea that both men and women’s softball could return to Sharon.

· Clare Holland should be approached to lead a bird watching event. She would be great!!

· Cooking for teens.

· Basic Cooking classes for adults and kids.

· Dog park or dog walking/play group.

· Town wide yard sale day.

· Bring back the summer adult softball teams

· Women’s only (no kids) gym night (in winter)- volleyball, basketball, exercise, walking (inside gym weekends or evenings).

· I think it’s possible that some TSA students could take on important leadership for some of the rec responsibilities.

· Thanks for asking my opinion! Good first step!

· Collaborate with VTISA at Seven Stars.

· This is a great time to start fresh and move forward to make rec programs an integral part of the Sharon Community.

· Would love to see summer soccer camps, tennis, local swimming.

